	




	


	


	


	


	




	Lawdy Miss Clawdy maker goes from music icon to millionaire 

By MaryWells, ContributingWriter
July 9, 2007  
 

WASHINGTON (Special to the NNPA from the Washington Informer)-During a career that has spanned 54 years, music icon Lloyd Price has used life experiences and business acumen to transform his music career into a wildly successful and growing food company. He is responsible for many firsts among African-Americans in both the music and business worlds. 

In 1952, as a 17-year-old lad from Kenner, La., he wrote and sang his way to stardom and music history when he sang about the strong attitude, grace and beauty of a Southern Louisiana Cajun Queen in the tune "Lawdy Miss Clawdy." When music producer Dave Bartholomew and Fats Domino saw a special talent in this new artist, they teamed to co-produce this song and Fats played the piano on the record. 

The song became the "Song of the Year" and stayed on top of the music charts for seven consecutive weeks, according to Bill Waller of Price's office. Many music historians say "Lawdy Miss Clawdy" helped to give birth to the Rock 'N' Roll era. 

"This was the first time that teenagers had their own music to dance to," Price said in a three-hour phone interview with The Washington Informer recently. "Before I recorded 'Lawdy Miss Clawdy,' teenagers listened to what their parents listened to. The song caught on with teenagers, Black and White. White teenagers had no where to buy Black records, so they sent Black teenagers into Black music shops to buy the 'Lawdy Miss Clawdy' record for them." 

According to Art Rope of Specialty Records, which released the recording, Price's record was the first Black record to sell a million copies. 

There was great demand for Price to perform, so he spent the next few years performing, writing music and producing his songs until he was drafted into the U.S. Army. 

From 1953 to 1956, Price performed in the Army during the Korean War, much of the time in Japan and the Far East. 

In 1959, Price wrote his version of "Stagger Lee" in February and he wrote "Personality" in June. He was on the pop charts with "Where Were You (On Our Wedding Day)," " I'm Gonna Get Married," and "Come into My Heart." 

Price recorded 11 straight single records with each record surpassing 900,000 in unit sales. 

Since Price first wrote "Lawdy Miss Clawdy" in 1952, the song has been re-recorded 169 times by different music icons, including Elvis Presley, Paul McCartney, Little Richard, Mimi Hendrix, Fats Domino, Travis Tritt, and James Brown. 

More than a Music Man 

Price was inducted into the Rock 'n Roll Hall of Fame in 1998, but the man who became a multi-millionaire did not stop there. 

In 1974, Price and Don King teamed together and co-produced a music festival and boxing event called a "Rumble in the Jungle" featuring Muhammad Ali vs. George Foreman in Zaire, Africa. It became the world's first satellite transmitted live boxing event in history. 

"King and I are still the best of friends and we both were invited to George Bush's second inaugural festivities in January '05," Price said. 

Price is now enjoying his food enterprise, which includes re-tailing products made from sweet potatoes, cereals, and cereal bars. 

His Lawdy Miss Clawdy Sweet Potato Cheesecakes and Lawdy Miss Clawdy Sweet Potato Cookies are sold in Wal-Mart stores. 

"I took just the colorful box which packages the Lawdy Miss Clawdy Sweet Potato Cookies with my father's picture on the box to the Bentonville, Arkansas office of Wal-Mart," Price explained. "They were impressed just from looking at the packaging of the cookies...There were no cookies in the box...but we signed a contract." 

Lloyd Price Icon Food Brands, Inc. is the first and only African-American food company that offers cereal products for a general market. Those products include a Louis Armstrong Honey & Almond Crunchy Granola bar and a Sugar Ray Robinson Raisin & Almond Crunchy Granola bar. 

Price plans to open dessert stores known as Len Yap Dessert Stores, similar to Starbucks Coffee Shops which will be available to franchise owners who can invest a minimum of $25,000. "Len Yap" is a Creole term for dessert. 

"As kids we always asked for Len Yap," said Price, recalling his youthful days with his 13 siblings. 

Price is proud of his new ventures. 

"With these dessert products and granola cereals made by Lloyd Price Icon Food Brands, we are going up against the big boys and not mom and pop stores. African-Americans spent more than $68 billion for food in 2004 and each year more billions were spent. We will be competing with General Mills and the big boys, not just for the African-American dollars but for the trillion dollars a year spent on food," he said. 

"We will provide nutritious organic cereals, Lloyd Price Icon Energy-2-Eat Bars which are now sold in 7-Eleven Stores, and Lawdy Miss Clawdy Sweet Potato Cheesecakes and Cookies, along with Lawdy Miss Clawdy Sweet Potato Pies and muffins to be mainstreamed on Wal-Mart shelves and in freezers." 

Go to www.lawdymissclawdy.com for more information on products and franchisees or about the Southern tour of the food products which will start in Louisiana, Georgia, Mississippi, Florida and Alabama, with several personal appearances by Lloyd Price. 
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